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CENTRAL INTELLICERCE AGINCY
Geography Division, CER
Project Infitiation Memorandum

To: Chief, Gecgraphic Research Project Ho. 64,1487

From: Chief, Cecgraphy Division bDate: 10 December 56

1. Sublect of Proposed Project: Gﬁegraphicai Analyeis of the Soviet Arctic
City of Rorii'sk.

2. Statement of the Problem: To spalyse and determine if poseible Sovies
intentlions es reflected in the develcopment of Horil'sk as an Arctic
SRSy,

Tae past decade has seen unusual growth of several urbsn centers
in the 8ovlet Arctie. Although esrlier miniag ard other zetivities
; gave riee to centers of a similar type, the tradiitional populsticn
/4 oconceatretions in the Aretic were primarily of the coaatal or river-
//ﬁi}f port type, e.g. Mumansk, Avkhengel'sk, Igeris, and others. During
y the war, increased operatiocns in the vorth counled with 2 lerge labor
o force wade up of PUW's and forced laborers gave rise to sebttlements of
W subgtantial size and economic importance. RNoril'sk, with an estimated
; Lﬁ_ > population of 85,000, is foremost smong these new wban centers. Its
-7 mining apd metallurgical enterprises bave developed imto & sizable
\'& 3 induetrisl base that hes gained nationmal as well as regliooal importancs.
\ Valuabie minerals -- nickel, copper, and cobuoli -~ apre exported to
other Soviet industrisl sreas. Iccal Tuel {cosl) supporss Arctic
maritine opersticns. Alomic developments have also been reported in
the clty. With lis existing imstsllstions pius the expansion of air
facilities and rsiircads in the north, strategically Horil'sk is a
potentlal supply and staging area for military coperstions within the
Soviet morthern offemnse-defense perimeter. The large increase in
population has been instrumentel in the development of many urban
amenities {pormenent bulldings, paved strsets, and public ntilities)
ciharacteristic of more southerly ftowns and cities.

3. Reguester: Self-imitiated 25X1A

k., Rasoomsibhle Agslvsb: USER Branch

h.a. oopexaﬁzgnf ﬁ%gireéiz map to be prepared by D/GC.

5. Estimeted Men Hours: 550 professional 25X1A

25X1A 6. Probable completion date: 1 April 1957
T. Probsble Form of FPipal Publicatioa: CIA
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OUTLINE: HNoril'sek-Urban Study

I. Introduction

II. locational Aspects
ITI. Historical Development
IV. Urban Characteristics
A. Physicel layout
~B. Functiornel-Structure
1. Industrial
2. Residential
3. Commercial
b. Administrative
C. Public Utilities
1. Power
2. Water Supply
3. Communications
k. Transportation
D. Populetion
E. Enviromeental Influences
V. Importance
A. Position in Arctic Regional Structure

1. Irdustrisl
2. Transportation

B. Strategic Role in Rorthern Offense-Defense Perimeter

VI. Trends and Prosgpects

Fote: In the final report the sequence of topics may be entirely
changed. The physical influences will be introduced where appropriate.
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